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Application/Control Number: 10/774,556 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3641 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-6 and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Garret (5519954). 

In reference to claims 1 and 20 Garret discloses a firearm having a receiver 
configured to receive a tabbed magazine, with the capability to remove said tabbed 
magazine with one hand, comprising: 

- a receiver well configured to control movement of the tabbed magazine when 
the tabbed magazine is inserted into the receiver well (figures 1, 2, and 6-8); 

- a slot in the receiver well, wherein the slot is configured to receive a tab on 
the tabbed magazine when the tabbed magazine is inserted into the receiver 
well (figures 1 , 2, and 6-8, in figures 6-8 the tab of the magazine and the 
corresponding slot are shown at the leftmost side of the magazine, element 
30, arrow 1 of the clarified figure below points to a circle encompassing said 
slot and said tab). It should be appreciated that Garret discloses multiple 
slots in the receiver well capable of receiving tabs on the tabbed magazine 
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(arrow 2 of the clarified figure below points to a circle encompassing another 
slot); and 

- a magazine catch, configured to rotate as the tabbed magazine is being 
inserted, said magazine catch being capable of engaging a locking feature on 
the tabbed magazine when the tabbed magazine is fully inserted into the 
receiver well (figure 6, elements 34 and 52). Further, said magazine catch 
having an engaged position and a disengaged position, said locking feature 
being located in a rib of said magazine (figure 1, element 34), and wherein 
moving the magazine catch from the engaged position toward the disengaged 
position causes the magazine catch to disengage the locking feature so that 
the tabbed magazine can drop out of the receiver well (figures 6-8). 
In reference to claim 2, Garret further discloses a receiver stop, said receiver 
stop being capable of preventing over insertion of the tabbed magazine. Said receiver 
stop comprising the top of the receiver (not shown in the drawings, but inherently a 
component of said firearm). Further, said receiver stop comprises element 32 in figure 
1 , which is a protrusion from the side of said tabbed magazine that catches on the 
bottom face of said magazine catch (figure 6) preventing over insertion of said tabbed 
magazine into said receiver well. 

In reference to claim 3, Garret further discloses that said receiver stop, said 
magazine catch, and said receiver well hold the magazine in place. Said receiver stop 
and said magazine catch controlling movement in and out of said receiver well, while 
said receiver well controls any side to side movement of said magazine. 
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In reference to claims 4 and 21 , Garret further discloses that said receiver well 
includes a rib for engaging said tabbed magazine, said rib being capable of controlling 
movement of said tabbed magazine when said tabbed magazine is inserted into the 
receiver well (said rib can be seen clearly in figures 1, 2, and 6-8 inside the receiver well 
on the longer sides of said receiver well). 

In reference to claim 5, Garret further discloses that said receiver well includes a 
chamfer capable of aiding in the insertion of said tabbed magazine (figures 1 and 2). It 
should be appreciated that it can be clearly seen in Applicant's drawings, specifically 
figure 10a, said chamfer is rounded. The chamfer shown in figures 1 and 2 of Garret's 
disclosure show the exact same structure. 

In reference to claims 6 and 23, Garret further discloses that said firearm 
comprises a magazine release button. Inherently, said firearm has a right and left side. 
Furthermore, said magazine release button is accessible from either the right or left side 
of said receiver (figures 7 and 8). Said magazine release button capable of disengaging 
said magazine catch. 

In reference to claim 22, Garret discloses that the slot is positioned on an 
opposite side of the receiver well compared to the magazine catch (figure 6; see 
clarified figure 6 below, contents of circle indicated by arrow 2) 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants arguments filed April 18, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues that the locking feature as disclosed by Garret is in 
the same basic location as the retaining feature. However, it is apparent that applicant 
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has misunderstood the details of the non-final rejection, in particular the location of the 
slot in the receiver well as disclosed by Garret. Below is a copy of figure 6 from the 
Garret disclosure with circles and arrows (1 and 2) added for purposes of clarification. 
In the original rejection it was stated that Garret discloses a slot in the receiver well, 
wherein the slot is configured to receive a tab on the tabbed magazine when the tabbed 
magazine is inserted into the receiver well (figures 1, 2, and 6-8, in figures 6-8 the tab of 
the magazine and the corresponding slot are shown at the leftmost side of the 
magazine, element 30). Said tab and said slot are clearly shown in the location 
mentioned above and are clarified by the figure below (arrow 1 points to the circle 
encompassing said tab and slot). Therefore, it is clearly shown that the locking feature 
is not in the same basic location as the retaining feature. Further, it is clearly shown 
that the receiver of Garret is configured to receive a tabbed magazine as evidenced by 
the figure below. It should be appreciated that the above portion of the rejection has 
only been altered slightly to account for the amendment made to claim 22 which added 
the limitation that the slot is positioned on an opposite side of the receiver well 
compared to the magazine catch. It should be appreciated that Garret discloses , 
multiple slots in the receiver well capable of receiving tabs on the tabbed magazine. 

Applicant's arguments filed October 6, 2006 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. Applicant argues that Garret does not disclose that the 
magazine catch is configured to rotate as the tabbed magazine is being inserted into the 
receiver well. The Office respectfully disagrees with this argument. As admitted by 
Applicant in the arguments filed October 6, 2006, Garret discloses that the tabbed 
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magazine can have feeding lips which cause the magazine catch to ride over the 
magazine until it enters a catching groove on the magazine once the magazine is fully 
inserted into the receiver well (Garret, column 6, lines 60-65). In addition, Garret 
discloses that the magazine catch (element 52 in the figure below) may be withdrawn 
from the receiver well by rotating about a pivot pin (element 58 in the figure below; also 
see figure 5). Therefore, Garret does in fact disclose that the magazine catch is 
configured to rotate as the tabbed magazine is being inserted into the receiver well 
since a magazine having feeding lips can cause the magazine catch to rotate about said 
pivot pin as it rides over the magazine and then rotate back once said magazine catch 
comes into alignment with the magazines catch slot (element 34 from the figure below) 
upon said magazine being fully inserted into said receiver well. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 7, 8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Garret in view of Elbe et al (4058922) and further in view of Ludwig et al 
(4326353). Garret discloses the claimed invention except for the ambidextrous bolt stop 



button. Elbe et al teaches that it is known to use a bolt stop button as set forth in 
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column 2, paragraph 4, to provide manual means for activating the bolt catch so as to 
hold the bolt in an open position in order to visually inspect a chamber of said firearm. 
Ludwig et al teaches that it is known to use an ambidextrous magazine release button, 
as set forth in the abstract, to provide a user with the capability and convenience of 
releasing a magazine from a firearm using either hand, therefore accommodating both 
right handed and left handed shooters. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the bolt stop button 
as taught by Elbe et al, with the ambidextrous design as taught by Ludwig et al, since 
such a modification would provide an ambidextrous bolt stop button to provide manual 
means for activating the bolt catch, from either side of said firearm, therefore 
accommodating both right handed and left handed shooters. Further, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the firearm as taught by Garret, with the ambidextrous bolt stop button taught 
by Elbe et al in view of Ludwig et al, since such a modification would provide the firearm 
with the ambidextrous bolt stop button to provide an ambidextrous bolt stop button to 
provide manual means for activating the bolt catch, from either side of said firearm, 
therefore accommodating both right handed and left handed shooters, so as to hold the 
bolt in an open position in order to visually inspect a chamber of said firearm. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Garret in 
view of Ludwig et al. Garret discloses the claimed invention except for the magazine 
catch being rotatably mounted to the receiver and the translation of the magazine 
release button causing the magazine catch to rotate. Ludwig teaches that it is known to 
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use a magazine catch being rotatably mounted to the receiver and the translation of the 
magazine release button causing the magazine catch to rotate as set forth in figures 5-8 
to provide a simple (therefore less expensive), ambidextrous, method of releasing a 
magazine from a receiver well. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the firearm as taught by Garret, 
with the magazine catch being rotatably mounted to the receiver and the translation of 
the magazine release button causing the magazine catch to rotate as taught by Ludwig, 
since such a modification would provide the firearm with the magazine catch being 
rotatably mounted to the receiver and the translation of the magazine release button 
causing the magazine catch to rotate to provide a simpler, less expensive, 
ambidextrous means for releasing said magazine from said receiver well. 
Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Garret in view 
of Johnson (4709496). Garret discloses the claimed invention except for the magazine 
follower. Johnson teaches that it is known to use a magazine follower as set forth in 
column 8, paragraph 2, to provide an automatic latching means for the bolt stop latch 
upon firing of the last round in the magazine to keep the bolt out of battery so as to 
facilitate easy loading of a firearm. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in art at the time that the invention was made to modify the firearm (specifically the 
tabbed magazine) as taught by Garret, with the magazine follower as taught by 
Johnson, since such a modification would provide the firearm (specifically the tabbed 
magazine) with the magazine follower to provide an automatic latching means for the 



Application/Control Number: 10/774,556 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3641 

bolt stop latch upon firing of the last round in the magazine to keep the bolt out of 
battery so as to facilitate easy loading of said firearm. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gabriel J. Klein whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8229. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:15 am to 
3:45 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Carone can be reached on 571-272-6873. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



GJK 




